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READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
By definition, comprehension strategies can be said to be steps and plans that are set by readers help them make the most sense of the text they read (McNamara, 2012). Comprehension strategy instruction serves a very crucial role of helping readers to become very active readers who are able to gain the best understanding of text. There are several comprehension strategies that can help students improve their understanding of text. The first of such strategies is referred to as the metacognition strategy. In general terms, metacognition can be said to be a ‘thinking about thinking’ strategy that helps the readers to think deeply about the text they are reading (Boulware‐Gooden, et al., 2007). This strategy will be of great help in making José realize his goal of recalling the main story elements after reading. This is because the metacognition strategy of comprehension will enable José to clarify his purpose of reading before starting to read and consequently monitor his understanding of the text during the reading. By using the metacognition strategy, José will be in a position to reflect and evaluate his understanding of the text after reading, something that will help him remember the main points and elements of the story at the end of reading.
The second strategy regarding comprehension instruction that will be vital in helping José to meet his goals is the use of graphic and semantic organizers. This strategy will be helpful particularly in meeting José’s goal of answering inferential and evaluative comprehension questions after reading. This is because, graphic organizers help to make clear illustrations of different concepts and their connections within a text using visual diagrams which may include charts, maps, or frames. According to Manoli & Papadopoulou (2012), graphic organizers as well play a significant role in helping the readers to pay much of their attention and focus on the main concepts of the text and understand how such concepts are related throughout the text. This will help José to gain a deeper understanding of the text and consequently be able to perfectly respond to both inferential and evaluative comprehension questions after reading.
Last but not least, summarizing is a very effective reading comprehension strategy that can be of very great help to José. In doing the summary of text, readers have to determine on their own what is most relevant as the central or main ideas in whatever text they might be reading ((McNamara, 2012). Summarizing text as well increases the ability of the readers to remember whatever it was that they were reading about. This strategy will thus be of help in making José realize his goal of recalling the main elements of the text after reading. In addition, the summarization strategy of reading comprehension calls for the readers to understand the context of the text and consequently express such understanding in their own words (McNamara, 2012). This has the positive impact of helping the student to gain an enhanced understanding of the text being read. With this kind of enhanced understanding of the text, employing the summarizing strategy will help José in boosting his ability to answer inferential and evaluative comprehension questions after reading text and thus achieve this goal.
In conclusion, employing the use of metacognition, graphic and semantic organizers, and summarizing strategies regarding comprehension instruction will be of great help in making José achieve his comprehension goals. The metacognition strategy will allow him to evaluate his understanding of the text after reading and thus enhance his ability to recall the main elements of the text. Graphic organizers will be helpful in making José understand the connections between concepts in reading text and hence improve his ability to answer inferential and evaluative comprehension questions after reading. On the other hand, the summarizing strategy will help José recall the main points of the text and enhance his ability to effectively answer inferential and evaluative comprehension questions after reading, something that will see him achieve all his reading comprehension goals.
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